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REAL ESTATE DIDN'T CHOOSE ME BY ACCI
FOR IT. 'VE BUILT A WORLD AROUND IT,
WITH DEEP ROOTS IN NEW HOME SALESY
BLUEPRINT SKETCH TO THE FINAL TH
BREATHE EVERY SQUARE FOOT OF THE P
INVESTMENTS, AND EVERYTHING BEAUTI!
RELAXED CONFIDENCE, AND INTENTION

YOUR FIRST HOME OR GROWING A PORT
THE BOTTOM LINE AND THE LIFE BE
TOGETHER THEY BECOME THE VERY THI

WORK HAS ALWAYS FELT LIKE HOME. A
GROUND UP, LITERALLY.

403.829.4756 ASHLEYGASHKEYGROUP.COM WWW.ASHKEYGROUP.COM




BUILT FOR THIS

2

=)
o
oW B
R
L
W
»
.
S

: e
%@?«’w‘;ﬁémﬁﬁ'
e X

er

S 2




AASHKEYGROUP




LET'S BUILD

BUILDING A NEW HOME IS ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING DECISIONS YOU'LL EVER
MAKE AND ONE OF THE BIGGEST. THIS GUIDE IS HERE TO MAKE THE JOURNEY FEEL
CLEAR INSTEAD OF OVERWHELMING. INSIDE, YOU'LL FIND PRACTICAL TIPS FOR
CHOOSING A BUILDER, PLANNING YOUR ROOMS, PICKING COLORS THAT STAND
THE TEST OF TIME, AND SELECTING THE RIGHT HOME SITE FOR HOW YOU LIVE.
WHETHER THIS IS YOUR FIRST HOME OR YOUR FOREVER HOME, MY GOAL IS
SIMPLE. IT'S TO HELP YOU MAKE CONFIDENT, INFORMED CHOICES SO THE HOME
YOU MOVE INTO IS THE HOME YOU IMAGINED.

WHAT’S INDISE:

THIS GUIDE WALKS YOU THROUGH THE FOUR AREAS THAT MATTER MOST WHEN
BUILDING.

BUILDER TIPS — THE RIGHT QUESTIONS TO ASK, WHAT'S INCLUDED VS. AN
UPGRADE, AND HOW ALBERTA'S WARRANTY PROTECTS YOU.

CHOOSING YOUR LOT — HOW SUN AND WIND IN OUR CLIMATE SHOULD SHAPE
WHICH LOT YOU PICK.

ROOM PLANNING — DESIGNING SPACES THAT MATCH HOW YOU ACTUALLY LIVE.

COLOR INSPIRATION — THE 2026 PALETTES THAT FEEL WARM YEAR-ROUND AND
TIMELESS ON RESALE.

TAKE YOUR TIME, MAKE NOTES, AND BRING YOUR QUESTIONS TO OUR FIRST
MEETING.



ASHLEY HEBERT
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CHOOSING A BUILDER YOU

CAN TRUST

THE BUILDER YOU CHOOSE SHAPES EVERYTHING. BEFORE YOU SIGN
ANYTHING, MAKE SURE THE FUNDAMENTALS CHECK OUT. WE WILL GO
THROUGH ALL OF THIS TOGETHER. HERE ARE SOME TIPS AND TRICKS TO GET
YOU FAMILIARIZED WITH THE PROCESS OF NEW BUILDS.

CHECK THEIR WORK AND THEIR REPUTATION.
TOUR THEIR SHOW HOMES AND RECENT BUILDS TO JUDGE THE QUALITY FIRSTHAND, THEN ASK THE NEIGHBOURS ABOUT THEIR
EXPERIENCE.

GET CLARITY ON INCLUSIONS, PRICING, AND PROCESS.
ATRUSTWORTHY BUILDER GIVES YOU THE FULL STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS IN WRITING, EXPLAINS WHAT COUNTS AS AN

UPGRADE, AND WALKS YOU THROUGH THE BUILD PROCESS — INCLUDING YOUR POINT OF CONTACT, SITE VISITS, THE FINAL
WALK-THROUGH, AND HOW WARRANTY ISSUES ARE HANDLED.

403.829.4756

WWW.ASHKEYGROUP.COM

ASHLEY@ASHKEYGROUP.COM




NEW HOME CHECKLIST

. BUDGET
WHAT IS YOUR COMFORTABLE AND ATTAINABLE PURCHASE PRICE? SETTING THIS FIRST KEEPS
EVERY DECISION THAT FOLLOWS REALISTIC FROM THE START.

2. CHOOSING YOUR LOT
YOUR LOT SHAPES YOUR LIGHT, YOUR OUTDOOR LIVING, AND YOUR HOME'S RESALE APPEAL.
HERE'S HOW EACH EXPOSURE WORKS IN OUR CALGARY AND SURROUNDING CLIMATE.

LOT EXPOSURE GUIDE:

¥ SOUTH-FACING BACKYARD (NORTH-FACING HOME) — THE ALBERTA FAVOURITE. SUN ALL
DAY IN THE YARD, BRIGHT MAIN LIVING AREAS, AND NATURAL PASSIVE HEATING IN WINTER.
BEST FOR GARDENERS, ENTERTAINERS, AND ANYONE WHO LOVES A SUNNY DECK. TENDS TO
HOLD STRONG RESALE VALUE. WATCH FOR: MORE HEAT (AND COOLING COST) IN PEAK SUMMER.

) WEST-FACING BACKYARD— PRIZED FOR GOLDEN EVENING SUN AND, ON THE RIGHT LOT,
MOUNTAIN-VIEW SUNSETS. LOVELY FOR AFTER-WORK RELAXING AND EVENING BBQS. WATCH
FOR: STRONG LATE-DAY SUN AND FULL EXPOSURE TO CHINOOK WINDS FROM THE WEST.

¥, EAST-FACING BACKYARD— GENTLE MORNING SUN IN THE YARD, PERFECT FOR EARLY RISERS
AND MORNING COFFEE. COOLER, SHADED AFTERNOONS AND EVENINGS KEEP THE SPACE
COMFORTABLE IN SUMMER. WATCH FOR: THE YARD FALLS INTO SHADE LATER IN THE DAY.

) NORTH-FACING BACKYARD (SOUTH-FACING HOME) — BRIGHT, SUN-FILLED FRONT OF THE

HOME ALL DAY, AND A COOLER, SHADED BACKYARD. GREAT IF YOU PREFER SHADE, HAVE KIDS
OR PETS WHO OVERHEAT, OR WANT SUNLIGHT POURING INTO FRONT-FACING ROOMS. WATCH
FOR: LESS DIRECT YARD SUN, AND MORE SNOW AND ICE LINGERING IN NORTH-SHADED AREAS.

3. CHOOSING YOUR HOME PLAN

WHAT HOME PLANS WORK FOR YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR BUDGET? LET'S MAKE SURE WE FIND
THE BEST FIT, BOTH IN THE HOME PLAN ITSELF AND IN WHAT WILL WORK ON YOUR PREFERRED
HOME SITE.

4. SPECIFICATIONS / WHAT'S INCLUDED
BUILDERS INCLUDE A SET OF STANDARD FINISHES, WITH PREMIUM OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR AN
ADDED COST. ASK FOR THE FULL LIST UPFRONT SO THERE ARE NO SURPRISES.

5. UPGRADES
WHAT'S ON YOUR MUST-HAVE OR WISH LIST? LET'S GET COSTING FOR THESE UPFRONT SO WE
HAVE A REALISTIC PRICE FROM THE START.

6. PROCESS & TIMELINE

- DESIGN & SELECTIONS— FINALIZE YOUR FLOOR PLAN, FINISHES, AND UPGRADES.

- DEPOSITS & DOWN PAYMENTS— REQUIRED TO MOVE FORWARD.

- FINAL WALK-THROUGH— WE REVIEW EVERYTHING TOGETHER AND NOTE ANY ITEMS.
- POSSESSION & WARRANTY— KEYS IN HAND, WITH YOUR COVERAGE IN PLACE.

7. WARRANTY

YOUR ALBERTA NEW HOME WARRANTY, OR BUILDER EQUIVALENT:

-1 YEAR — LABOUR AND MATERIALS (FLOORING, CABINETS, TRIM, FIXTURES)

- 2 YEARS — DELIVERY & DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS (PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, HEATING, HVAC)
-5 YEARS— BUILDING ENVELOPE (ROOF AND WALLS — THE SHELL OF YOUR HOME)

- 10 YEARS — MAJOR STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS (FOUNDATION & STRUCTURE)
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COLOR INSPIRATION & TIPS

INTERIOR COLOR TIPS

I. TEST IN YOUR OWN LIGHT FIRST.
CALGARY'S BRIGHT, CLEAR DAYLIGHT AND WARM EVENING SUN CHANGE A COLOR COMPLETELY. PAINT LARGE SAMPLE BOARDS (NOT
JUST CHIPS) AND VIEW THEM MORNING, NOON, AND NIGHT BEFORE YOU COMMIT.

2. MATCH THE COLOR TO THE ROOM'S EXPOSURE.
NORTH-FACING ROOMS READ COOLER, SO LEAN WARM TO BALANCE THEM. SOUTH- AND WEST-FACING ROOMS GET STRONG LIGHT, SO
RICHER, DEEPER TONES HOLD UP BEAUTIFULLY WITHOUT LOOKING WASHED OUT.

3. CHOOSE ONE WHOLE-HOME BASE.
PICK A SINGLE NEUTRAL AS YOUR BACKBONE, THEN LAYER TWO OR THREE COMPLEMENTARY TONES THROUGHOUT. THIS KEEPS THE HOME
FEELING CONNECTED AND CALM, NOT CHOPPED UP ROOM TO ROOM.

4. COORDINATE WITH YOUR FIXED FINISHES.
ALWAYS VIEW PAINT NEXT TO YOUR ACTUAL FLOORING, CABINETS, COUNTERTOPS, AND TILE — NEVER IN ISOLATION. THESE ARE THE
ELEMENTS YOU WON'T BE REPAINTING, SO THEY LEAD THE PALETTE.

5. SAVE BOLD COLOR FOR EASY-TO-CHANGE SPOTS.
FEATURE WALLS, POWDER ROOMS, ISLANDS, AND ACCENTS LET YOU BE BRAVE WITHOUT LONG-TERM COMMITMENT. KEEP THE MAIN,
HARD-TO-CHANGE SURFACES TIMELESS

6. GET YOUR SHEENS RIGHT.
USE FLAT OR MATTE FOR CEILINGS AND LOW-TRAFFIC WALLS, EGGSHELL OR SATIN FOR LIVING AREAS, AND SEMI-GLOSS FOR TRIM,
DOORS, KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, AND MUDROOMS WHERE YOU'LL WIPE THEM DOWN.

7. THINK RESALE.
KEEP PERMANENT SURFACES IN TIMELESS WARM NEUTRALS AND BRING PERSONALITY THROUGH DECOR AND FURNITURE INSTEAD OF
FINISHES.

EXTERIOR COLOR TIPS

. CHECK YOUR COMMUNITY'S ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES FIRST.
MANY CALGARY-AREA COMMUNITIES HAVE ARCHITECTURAL CONTROLS THAT MUST APPROVE YOUR EXTERIOR COLORS AND REQUIRE
VARIETY FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURS. CONFIRM WHAT'S ALLOWED BEFORE YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH A PALETTE.

2. BUILD AROUND YOUR FIXED EXTERIOR MATERIALS.
STONE, BRICK, ROOF SHINGLES, AND ANY MANUFACTURED ACCENTS SET YOUR UNDERTONES. CHOOSE SIDING AND TRIM THAT
COMPLEMENT THESE PERMANENT ELEMENTS, NOT FIGHT THEM.

3. USE THE CLASSIC THREE-COLOR FORMULA.
A MAIN BODY COLOR, A COMPLEMENTARY TRIM COLOR, AND ONE ACCENT (FRONT DOOR, SHUTTERS, OR DETAILING). THIS KEEPS THE
EXTERIOR BALANCED AND INTENTIONAL.

4. MIND UNDERTONES IN NATURAL LIGHT.
EXTERIOR COLORS LOOK NOTICEABLY LIGHTER AND BRIGHTER OUTDOORS THAN ON A CHIP. TEST LARGE SAMPLES ON THE ACTUAL
HOUSE, ON DIFFERENT SIDES, AND CHECK THEM IN BOTH SUNSHINE AND OVERCAST PRAIRIE LIGHT.

5. CHOOSE FINISHES THAT HANDLE OUR CLIMATE.
CALGARY SEES INTENSE UV, BIG FREEZE-THAW SWINGS, HAIL, AND CHINOOKS. MID-TONE AND SLIGHTLY MUTED COLORS HIDE
WEATHERING, DUST, AND FADING BETTER THAN VERY DARK OR VERY BRIGHT SHADES.

6. COORDINATE, DON'T MATCH, WITH NEIGHBOURS.
YOUR HOME SHOULD COMPLEMENT THE STREETSCAPE WHILE STILL STANDING OUT. AVOID BEING A NEAR-COPY OF THE HOUSES ON
EITHER SIDE.

7. LEAD WITH TIMELESS, ACCENT WITH TREND.
KEEP BODY AND TRIM IN LASTING NEUTRALS — WARM WHITES, GREIGES, SOFT GREENS, CHARCOALS, AND EARTHY TONES — AND EXPRESS
CURRENT TRENDS THROUGH AN EASILY REPAINTED FRONT DOOR OR ACCENT.

2026 PALETTE TO PULL FROM

- SOFT WARM WHITES & CREAMY BEIGES — BRIGHT AND FORGIVING

- MUSHROOM TAUPES & "GREIGE"— THE DEPENDABLE NEUTRAL BACKBONE

- MUTED SAGES & WARM EUCALYPTUS GREENS— CALM AND NATURE-INSPIRED

- CLAY & TERRACOTTA UNDERTONES— SUBTLE WARMTH

- MOODY ACCENTS— BURNT UMBER, CHARCOAL, AND SMOKY GREENS FOR DOORS AND FEATURE WALLS

DESIGNER REFERENCE COLORS: SHERWIN-WILLIAMS *UNIVERSAL KHAKI* (2026 COLOR OF THE YEAR), BENJAMIN MOORE *SILHOUETTE
AF-655* BEHR *HIDDEN GEM* (SMOKY GREEN).

QUICK PRE-SELECTION CHECKLIST

GATHERED SAMPLES OF ALL FIXED FINISHES (FLOORING, COUNTERS, CABINETS, STONE, ROOF)
CONFIRMED COMMUNITY ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES FOR EXTERIORS

TESTED LARGE PAINT BOARDS IN MORNING, MIDDAY, AND EVENING LIGHT

CHOSEN ONE WHOLE-HOME BASE + 2-3 SUPPORTING TONES

CONFIRMED SHEENS FOR EACH AREA

PICK TIMELESS MAIN COLORS; SAVED BOLD CHOICES FOR ACCENTS
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